Pers

« De Helaasheid der Dingen »



Der Spiegel — 17 mei
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On your bike - Photo 4 of 10 HIDE CARTIONS

Unconventional PR stunt from Belgian di jlix van Groeningen, riding nude through Cannes in support of "La
Merditude des Choses" ("The Misfortunates! ich pramiered on Saturday as part of the Directors' Forinight. AFP/Giett
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http://edition.cnn.com/2009/SHOWBIZ/Movies/05/19/movie.stunts.cannes/index.html#cnnST
CText
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http://www.bild.de/BILD/unterhaltung/kino/cannes-filmfestspiele/2009/05/17/reqisseur-
radelt/nackt-durch-cannes.html##
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Like the novel, "The Misfortunates" starts out as an extremely lowbrow comedy (highlights include several variations o1
beer-drinking contests) but morphs into a bittersweet meditation on whether familial love and pride are enough to sust
a proper upbringing,

Thesping is appropriately brawny, with De Graeve's loose-canon father emotionally anchoring the picture; only legit vet
Bal seems out of her depth. Production and costume design are spot-on, and Jef Neve's score nicely enhances the variot
moods.

Pic's international moniker replaces the equally awlkward earlier translation "The Alasness of Things,” which was a clos
approximation of the novel's original title.

Camera (color/B&W, HD-to-35mm, widescreen), Ruben Impens; editor, IVico Leunen; musie, Jof INeve; production designer, Kur
Rigolle; costume designer, Ann Lauwerys; sound (Dolby SED), Jan Deca; associate producers, Rudy Verzyek, Alberte Gautot.
Reviewed at Cannes Film Festival (Directors' Fortnight), May 16, 2oo0g. Running time: 106 MIIV.

http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=festivals&jump=review&reviewid=VE1117940279&c
s=1&query=Helaasheid+der+Dingen
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The Misfortunates (La Merditude des Choses)

17 May, 2009 | By Dan Fainaru
Dir. Felix van Groeningen. Belgiumy/France, 2009. 108 min.

A literal English translation of the title might better prepare the audience for La Merditude Des
Choses. Adapted from the highly successful autobiographical novel by Dimitri Verhulst, this
scatological coming of age story is told through the eyes of a 13-year-old boy growing up in a small
village with his father and three uncles, all of them large, drunken, incorrigible louts. It mixes
rambunctious, intentionally vulgar humour with a pinch of pathos and plenty of cynicism. The
result is something which will probably go down well in Northern Europe but could suffer as it
moves down towards the sun.

Taking place in two parallel time frames, it tells the disturbing story of Gunther Strobbe (played as a boy by
Kenneth Vanbaeden and as an adult by Valentijn Dhaenens). An unwanted son who grows up to become an
unwilling father, Gunther is first seen at 13, trying to do his homework in a pub while his dad Cel (De Grasve),
ostensibly the village postman, drinks himself into a stupor with his brothers. Later Gunther is revealed in the
present day, aged 33 and the narrator of this story. He's a frustrated author who keeps writing novels which are
rejected.

The film itself consists of a series of brief episodes, all of them in brutal bad taste. Throughout them runs a
theme of throwing decency to the wind, exorbitant boozing, and a general relish for breaking society’s rules. The
four brothers, and with them every able-bodied man in the village, participate in nude bicycle races and food and
drink competitions (shades of Taxigernmia). They never speak when they can shout, and never respect a rule
when they can ignore it. This isn't so much social protest as a visceral assertion of independence from any code
of conduct or social responsibility. In the background, trying to limit the damage to the best of her ability is
Gunther’s saintly grandmother (De Bal).

Shooting and cutting the film with a frenetic drive and eneragy, it seems at imes as if van Groeningen goes along
with the assumption that life is an uninterrupted ball and treats the Strobbe clan with a kind of barely
dissimulated sympathy.

But then, gradually, he instills a sort of quiet despair that takes away most of the gaiety and underlines the
damage it is all causing. The casting, mostly of unknowns outside Belgium, works perfectly. And using pre-
classical excerpts, from Monteverdi and Orlando di Lassus, is just the kind of absolute order in art that best
contrasts with the chaos on screen.

Production companies:
[Menuet
IDTV Films

International Sales:
K2
(33)6089483873

Producer
Dirk Impens

Screenplay
Christophe Dirickx




http://www.screendaily.com/reviews/cannes-reviews/-the-misfortunates-la-merditude-des-

choses/5001281.article
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http://www.ifc.com/blogs/thedaily/2009/05/cannes-the-misfortunates.php
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http://ca.news.yahoo.com/nphotos/Actors-of-the-movie-La-Merditude-des-Choses-The-

Misfortunates-ride-bicycles-naked-on-the-Croisette/photo/16052009/24/photo/photos-n-odds-
actors-movie-la-merditude-des-choses-misfortunates-ride-bicycles.html
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Stars ride nude through Cannes
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May 17, 2009 12:00am

Crowds hoping to glimpse the stars on the Cannes film festival's red carpet got an eye-
popping surprise on Saturday as a team of nude Belgian cyclists paraded down the Riviera
seafront.

Director Felix van Groeningen and four of his actors straddled bicycles and careened down the
croisette and back under warm spring sunshine, in a remake of a scene from La Merditude des

Choses (The Misfortunates).

Gwyneth Paltrow goes topless in Cannes movie

The comedy, which tells the story of a family of drunkard brothers, seen through a teenager's eyes,
premiered on Saturday at the Directors' Fortnight, one of two high-profile sidebars to the main
Cannes film festival.

http://www.news.com.au/dailytelegraph/story/0,22049,25495684-5001026,00.html
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Nude Belgian cyclists compete with Cannes red carpet

CANNES, France — Crowds hoping to glimpse the stars on the Cannes festival's red carpet got an eye-
popping surprise Saturday as a team of nude Belgian cyclists paraded down the Riviera seafront.

Director Felix van Groeningen and four of his actors straddled bicycles and careened down the croisette
and back under warm spring sunshine, in a remake of a scene from "La Merditude des Choses” (The
Misfortunates).

The comedy, which tells the story of a family of drunkard brothers, seen through a teenagers’ eyes,

premiered Saturday at the Directors’ Fortnight, one of two high-profile sidebars to the main Cannes film
festival.

Copyright By chinadaily.com.cn. All rights reserved

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/life/2009-05/18/content 7787642.htm
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